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a sense of urgency into political discussion by a
public mind which was not unprepared to

**, . . admit it fairly^ as a business people should,
We ban had no end of a lesson:   it will do us no end
of good"

There were problems to be faced abroad, where
England had been left without a friend, no less
than in the shortcomings of the War Office, which
had omitted to provide an army until there was a
war, and in the structure of society at home. The
old, unquestioning beliefs had vanished; and the
public mind was ready for an era of self-examination
and reform*

But this salutary process could not begin with
the new reign in 1901; and the Edwardians were
denied political maturity until 1906, The exceptional
duration of his mother's life had relegated King
Edward to a secondary r$fe for the last twenty years;
and another accident postponed effective action upon
public questions for almost as long. When Mr,
Gladstone chose the stony path of Home Rule as
a way out of the ma?.es of the Irish Question, he
changed the face of politics. The Liberals were
split; the solid cohort of the Whigs departed with
Lord Harttngton; a great Radical was lost in Joseph
Chamberlain; and these recruits, enlisted with Lord
Salisbury upon the Irish issue, filled the Tory ranks,
Thus reinforced* the Tories won their victories upon
the question of Home Rule; and the continuous
unpopularity of that solution in Great Britain pro-
longed Conservative ascendancy beyond its time. For
British voters, while their attention unas increasingly